TRIBUTO- INTERNATIONAL WEBINAR SERIES

The Department of English launched an International Webinar Series titled as
‘Tributo’ in honour of the retiring H. O. D Dr. Shali Anthappan. The inaugural
lecture of the series was by Dr. Michael Alexander Chaney, Professor of
English, Vice Chair of African American Studies, Dartmouth College, U.S.A on
15" September 2020. The topic was “Literary and Interpretative Horizons of
Graphic Novels”. The session was fruitful as it analysed in length and breadth
about the significance of graphic narratives in the contemporary world. The
second lecture in the series was by Mr. Anand Neelakantan, a bestselling author
on 23" September 2020. His topic was “Re Telling Stories of Yore: The Art and
Craft of Transcreating Epic Naratives”. The department has conducted two

editions in this webinar series.

Dr. Michael A Chaney’s talk offered an effective deliberation of graphic novels
in the contemporary postmodern times. A graphic novel is a book made up
of comics content. Although the word "novel” normally refers to long fictional
works, the term "graphic novel" is applied broadly and includes fiction, non-
fiction, and anthologized work. It is, at least in the United States, distinguished
from the term "comic book", which is generally used for comics periodicals. He
begin his talk by discussing the cinematic connections between graphic novels
and modern film. Prof. Chaney has said that there are a lot of movies that take
graphic novels as their template. His lecture was useful to provide an idea about

how to read a graphic novel.

Mr. Anand Neelakantan provided a full-scale image about the re reading of the
classics and its significance in the current scenario. In his talk he pointed about
the prevalence of a variety of retelling of Ramayana in different part of the

country according to the needs of the regional culture.
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Anand Neelokantan is an Indian author,

Co|umn|st, screenwriter, television
personality and motivational speaker. The
Rise of Sivakami, Chaturanga of the
Bahubali Trilogy and Asura Tales for children

are his latest works.

His debut work Asura: The Tale of the
Vanquished, is based on the Indian epic
Ramayana. His next book series was Ajaya -
Roll of the Dice and Ajaya - Rise of Kali, two
books based on the epic Mahabharata told
from Kaurava perspective. Anand's books
voice the defeated and the suppressed. His
fifth book Vanara: The Legend of Baali,
Sugreeva and Tara also follow the same
pattern of voicing the defeated side.

He invented a new genre in Indian writing -
the counter telling of mythology. Anand's
books are written from a subaltern
perspective. They are thought provoking and
guide the readers towards logically viewing

the well known stories through a new prism.




