‘BIOINFORMATICS: Tools and Techniques'
Two-day workshop (25/08/2022 and 26/08/2022)

A two-day workshop on ‘BIOINFORMATICS Tools and Techniques' was conducted on 25/08/2022 and
26/08/2022 by Department of Biotechnology, St. Josephs College (Autonomous) Irinjalakuda with
Dr. Showmy Reshin the academic director Omni bus School Kodungallur, Thrissur as the Resourse
person and Dr. Aparna M. B being the organizing secretary. The programme started with a prayer
and was inaugurated by Sr. Blessy, vice principal of St. Josephs College, (Autonomous), Irinjalakuda.
Dr Sr. Floweret felicitated the function by, Vice Principal and Vote of Thanks by Dr. Kavitha. O.
Various value added products under the brand name’ Wild-Bi’ made by MSc. Biotechnology students
were launched by our Vice principal in this occasion. Department faculty Ms. Dafini Mendez,
Ms. Sreya K J, Mr.Rajagopal Muralidharan, Dr. Nimisha Vijayan, and Ms. Haritha Udaykumar also
underwent hands-on training along with the students.

The workshop started with a lecture by Dr. Showmy giving a brief introduction about the field of
Bioinformatics. The session also clarified the difference between bioinformatics and computational
biology. Bioinformatics means retrieving, analysing and storing biological or chemical data with the
help of computational tools. The seminar mainly focused on the topics database and its categories,
primary and secondary databases. The afternoon session was held in the computer lab in the Annex
Block, St Joseph’s college, Irinjalakuda. A practical knowledge on how to retrive FASTA of an organism
from NCBI was given to the students. Several examples were done for properly understanding the
retrieving steps. On the second day, the software applications such as CLUSTAL W, RASMOL and
primer blast were introduced to the students. A practical illustration of the Primer designing of BrCal
gene, which causes breast cancer in human, was also showed to us. The two day workshop on
Bioinformatics was a wonderful experience for all of the students. The two day workshop on
Bioinformatics turned out to be a good opportunity to learn the most fundamental aspects of
computational biology — both in theory and in practice.
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