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REPORT
Research Methodology
Organized by
Department of Zoology

The two days National workshop on ‘Research’ was organized by the Department of
Zoology, St. Joseph’s College (Autonomous), Irinjalakuda. There were two sessions in the
workshop on 16" and 17" September 2021. The workshop was started with a welcome
speech by Dr. Gigi Poulose, Assistant Professor & Head of Department of Zoology. The
workshop was inaugurated by Dr. Sr. Anis K. V., Principal, St. Joseph’s College
(Autonomous), Irinjalakuda.

Session |

The first session was about ‘Research Methodology for Zoology students’ was
conducted on 16™ September 2021 at 10.30am. the resource person for the session was Dr. A.
Biju Kumar, Professor and Head of the aquatic biology and Fisheries, University of Kerala.

The workshop mainly deals with scientific methodology. Sir had given a general
outline for the research methodology, and he focused on the questions to conduct background
research which includes referring textbooks, research journals or other research publications.
The workshop also emphasizes that for a scientific study to be credible, the research must be
conducted for a long period of time and control groups must be established. He also
mentioned that a researcher receives recognition for their work, mainly according to number
of citations.

After proposing a question, one has to conduct background research journals or other
research publications. Based on this reading, a hypothesis is constructed. To test this
hypothesis, a specific method of experimentation is developed. When multiple experiments
are conducted, more data is collected and then an average of all the results is taken. The data
from the works further organized and finally some conclusion is drawn from it. If the
conclusion aligns with the proposed hypothesis, the result can then be communicated with
others. However, if the result only partially aligns or do not align with the hypothesis at all,
one must construct a different hypothesis and develop a new method of experimentation.

The session had an opportunity for participants to ask questions related to the
research. Few students had certain questions related to research and all the questions were
cleared by the resource person. The programme concluded by vote of thanks by Dr. Vidya G.



Session 11

On 17" September 2021 the second session of workshop was on ‘Transforming
Research into Publications: An Editor’s Perspective’ was conducted on google platform. The
programme is started at 2pm and welcomed and introduced by Dr. Gigi Poulose, HOD
Department of Zoology. The resource person was Dr. Rajeev Raghavan, Assistant Professor,
Department of Fisheries Resource Management, Kerala University of Fisheries and Ocean
Studies.

This topic was useful for the students for their future research and project works.
There were two things we must consider while transforming research into publication that
include scientists are rated by what they finish, not by what they attempt. Science isn’t
finished until its communicated. The importance of publication was “Without publication
science is dead.” It is the most important way to communicate or convey ideas from your
head to the scientific community. The paper is worthless if no one reads, uses, or cites it. So,
it should be clearly described. The session also discussed about citation, Scientist and
storytelling, peer reviewed subjects, cover letters, types of paper, subscription journals,
impact factors, common writing flaws etc. Try to train or market our journals, knowledge,
ideas, to scientific world. Communicate the results to world. Comparing a journal to a
consumer.

When a scientist submitting his paper, it should be competitive because it mainly
focuses how would you communicate your topic. Always try to write the papers logically.
Also, a paper is subjected to quality check, journal reputation. Every journal has its own
merits and demerits. Cover letter should include content of paper and importance of the
paper. Types of paper may include regular paper, brief paper, review paper, commentary
paper. Factors considering submitting a paper to a journal include acceptance, ranking,
reputation etc. Some of the important journals include Science, Nature, PNAS, Zoological
journals, Journal of Zoology etc. The session was come to an end at 3.30pm with a question
answer session.

The programme was a great success and concluded by the thanksgiving of Dr. Gigi
Poulose.
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